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Forthcoming Events

Sunday 10 August, The Big March
approx. 11.30am-noon outside the
museum and school. Come and
wave 'goodbye' to those who are
marching from Newark to Radcliffe,
just as they did in 1914.

Sunday 21 September, Nottingham
Castle. Foresters Morris perform
Flintham's version of a traditional
Plough Play. Details next month.

Saturday 15 November, concert in
the village hall, similar to ones in
1914-15 to raise money to send
Christmas presents to Flintham's
serving men. We're organising a
programme of contemporary songs
and 'party pieces' with the help of
Ashley Parnell.

January or February 2015,
traditional games evening, similar to
ones organised in 1916-17. Further
details in a later newsletter.

12-14 June 2015, an exhibition in the
village hall about the impact of WWI
on Flintham and its legacy. There will
be 12 themes and you'll be able to
find out who lived in which house
and what happened to them.
Flintham's history, 1911-1921, is a
blend of fact, humour, sadness and
personalities, plus the unexpected; all
will be reflected in the exhibition.
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The Flintham Museum is a nationally Accredited, award-winning museum
which looks at rural life through the eyes of a village
shopkeeper. The Flintham Society is the educational charity
which owns the museum. Its charitable aims are to run the
museum and to organise educational and enjoyable activities
for the community. Visit the museum's website for in-depth detail about projects
or the new village website for up to date information about current events.

Museum Scoops Two Awards

'Meet Flintham's pre-World War One Families' event, part of our
Lottery Funded project 'Keeping the Home Fires Burning?', has won
a prestigious award. Pronounced the 'Best Event' at a ceremony
organised by the Nottinghamshire Heritage Forum, the Award was
one of seven celebrating all aspects of the county's 39 museums
and heritage sites. The judges, from Radio Nottingham, Experience
Nottinghamshire, Nottingham Trent University and the Leicestershire
Heritage Forum were tremendously impressed with 'Meet the
Families' and commented on the event's accessibility, ability to
stimulate and engage visitors, the number of local people involved
and the way it was managed, promoted and evaluated. Sue Daly,
the museum's Chairperson, congratulated and thanked the 65
volunteers involved in the project for their part in winning the Award.

'Special Contribution' was a new Award category and Sue Clayton,
Flintham Museum's volunteer curator, is its first winner. The Award
was given to Sue for her involvement at Flintham's museum since
1991 and the time she freely gives to heritage organisations at
county and regional level. Unaware that she had been nominated,
Sue was temporarily lost for words.

As part of our Lottery funded project about the impact of WWI on
Flintham, 25 people went by coach to Nottingham to see Oh What A
Lovely War. An energetic and talented young cast used an
imaginative set, contemporary songs, satire and audience interaction
to portray the war. Before we'd sat down, we were involved in the
carnival atmosphere of July/August 1914; we cheered the volunteers
who took the King's Shilling, proud to be British as they marched
away; and we joined them in the trenches where the harsh realities
of army life and warfare were abruptly introduced. There was a
noticeable change of atmosphere in the theatre while we watched
General Haig send thousands of men to their death to gain just 10
yards of ground. Offers of peace talks were ignored in 1916 partly
because a handful of company owners in America, the UK and
Europe were making so much money from munitions and barbed
wire that they were unwilling to stop. By 1917, the lifespan of a
machine gunner on the front line was four minutes. At the end of the
performance banners were unfurled showing that 10 million men
died, 7 million men were never found and 21 million were wounded.
It was an amazing, lively performance; on one hand extremely funny
and yet profoundly moving as we watched the War to End All Wars
run its course. We left knowing that WWII was only 21 years away.


